
VA





Summary of VA Dependents’ and Survivors’

and survivors’ benefits eligibility. This section will tell you what benefits are offered and when 

Honor is not a word, 
but a way of life. 



Planning for the Future 

Pre-Need Eligibility for National Cemetery Burial or Memorialization 

Memorial or Burial Flags 

Government Headstones or Markers 
VA can provide a single headstone, columbarium niche cover, or a flat marker for a Veteran’s 

Cemetery Medallions 

decedent’s

Presidential Memorial Certificates 

Burial Benefits and Burial Automatic Payments 

offset the cost of burial expenses, plot costs, and transportation costs for a Veteran’s remains. 
the Veteran’s death was service



Dependency and Indemnity Compensation 

Dependents’ Educational Assistance Program 
Dependents’ 

Marine Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry Scholarship 

Survivors Pension 

survivor’s countable

Special Monthly Pension Benefits 

 

 

 



The Civilian Health and Medical Program of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 

Home Loans 

Veterans Month of Death Benefits 

Dependents’ and Survivors’ Benefits

VA Life Insurance 

family is protected. VA’s life insurance programs were developed to provide financial 
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What to Do, and When… 

For the Veteran, when discussing your final wishes with your loved ones: 
•

• 686C to document you and your spouse’s marital histories.

•

•

For the Veteran’s family, as the Veteran is approaching end of life: 
• Veteran’s 

Veteran’s
•

•

•

For the Veteran’s parents, spouse, or dependent children, 
after the Veteran’s passing: 

•

•

•

• Veteran’s 

Veteran’s 



For Help With Your Benefits… 

County Veterans Service Officers 

“CVSOs”).

Veterans Service Organizations 

U.S. National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 

VA Contact Information 

•
•
•
•
• ervicemembers’ 

ervicemembers’ ervicemembers’ 
eterans’ 

•

experiencing a crisis, you can contact VA’s Veterans Crisis Line 



Record of Personal Affairs 



My Record of Personal Affairs: 
 
 
 

 
 
Date and Place of Birth: 

 
 
Parents’ Information: 

 
  

  

Children: 



Your Marital History: 
 
 

spouse’s name Spouse’s Spouse’s

Your prior spouse’s name

Your spouse’s 

Trusted Associates: 
affairs.

Location of Family Records: 



Your Will: 

Executor’s name & 

Lawyer’s name and contact information

Power of Attorney: 

Bank Accounts: 

Credit Cards: 

Location of Important Financial Documents: 



Real Estate: 
1‐877‐827‐3702

Investment Properties: 

Vehicles owned: 

Life Insurance: 
 

Other Insurance: 



Annuities: 

Employer / Membership: 

Membership in Organizations or Associations: 
affiliated

Veterans Affairs Record: 1‐800‐827‐1000

Social Security: Survivors should contact local SSA office to see if burial bene

Retirement Pay: 



Military Documents: 
 
 

DD‐214 (separation papers)

Military Survivor/Casualty Assistance Officer: 

Funeral and Burial Arrangements: 
 
 

Church, Clergy or Desired Officiant: 
 
 

Clergyperson/Officiant Office

For Those Who Wish to be interred in a VA National Cemetery: 
 
 

Other Suggestions or Wishes: 
 
 
 

 
 



Wishes for Burial and Funeral Service Arrangements: 
 
 

Do you have a pre-paid burial/plot? Circle one:  Yes No 
 

Pallbearers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special instructions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Obituary Biography: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Additional Considerations 

• “do not resuscitate” (DNR) order?  

•  

Checklist of Important Documents 

Deceased’s

Spouse’s                                                                                                

Children’s Birth                                 

Other resources and organizations that can assist you: 
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