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Suspected Transfusion
Reaction Signs & Symptoms

38°C to <39°C and no other

Fever symptoms
>38°C
and
1 of at least
1°C
from
baseline
Urticaria
(hives)
or
B -
Congestive Heart Failure, +/-
Hypertension, orthopenea,
cyanosis, tachycardia,
jugular venous distension,
pulmonary edema, pedal
edema, headache
Cyanosis, respiratory
Dyspnea
(SOB, | O,
sats)
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Timing of
Symptoms

During transfusion,
usually towards the
end

During or within 6
hours of
transfusion

Within 24 hours of
transfusion
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Acute Transfusion Reaction Chart
In;\r:t?::laste Next Step igati Possible Incidence
Further Investigations & Procedures Etiology
FNHTR (febrile
Send to TM - 1. Consider Acetaminophen non-hergolytlic Red Cells
2. RESTART TRANSFUSION CAUTIOUSLY if product not expired (still <4 hrs from start of original transfusion) transfusion 1:300
N STOP 3. Premed with antipyretic only after two episodes reaction) Platelets - 1:20
transfusion
but do not
disconnect
product
-Adverse Reaction
Notification
v RUN the documentation
0.9% saline at
KVO rate in
different IV
tubing
Adverse
v CHECK Reaction Notification
vital signs or documentation
start
continuous
monitoring if
severe
reaction
CHECK
Eatlznt ID Order Transfusion
and vs. Reaction Investigation
blood bank | Send to TM 1. DO NOT RESTART TRANSFUSION : e e 1:700
2. If respiratory difficulty, activate Code Blue/respiratory (as high as 1:100 in
number & i itori | BP. Overload elderly patients)
blood label 3. Cpntlnpous. monitoring (Pu se, BP, resps 0,2 sats) : »
4. Give diuretics (Furosemide), O,, place in high Fowler’s if condition allows
5. Subsequent transfusions: | infusion rate (1 ml/kg/hr- max 4 hr/bag) .
E)IIEDTA gl @) 6. Consider preload with diuretic or between transfusions Transfusion
ood sample Associated Unknown
v NOTIFY -Offending product Dyspnea
Physician/
Nurse
Practitioner
-Adverse Reaction
Notification
N NOTIFY | Ll
Transfusion
Medicine

NOTE: For additional assistance contact the Transfusion Medicine Physician/Pathologist on call



