
Medication use and side effect education 
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What is my medication? Why am I taking it? What are the possible side effects? 
Narcotics: 

 Hydrocodone/Acetaminophen (Norco, Lotab)
 Hydromorphone (Dilaudid)
 Fentanyl
 Morphine
 Oxycodone/Acetaminophen (Percocet)
 Oxycodone
 _________________________

Pain 

Dizziness 
Drowsiness 
Itching 
Constipation 
Nausea/stomach upset 
Slow/difficulty breathing 

Antidepressants: 
 Zoloft
 Paxil
 Lexapro
 Celexa
 _________________________

Depression 

Drowsiness 
Dizziness 
Tired feeling 
Mild nausea 

Anticholinergics: 
 Atropine ophthalmic drops

Increased congestion, 
increased secretions 

Dry mouth 
Blurred vision 
Tachycardia 

Antiemetics: 
 Metoclopramide (Reglan)
 Ondansetron (Zofran)
 Prochlorperazine (Compazine)
 Promethazine (Phenergan)
 _________________________

Nausea or vomiting 

Headache 
Weakness 
Dizziness 
Drowsiness 
Constipation 
Restlessness 

Antiseizures: 
 Kepra
 Dilantin
 _________________________

Seizures 
Constipation 
Nausea 
Balance issues 

Anxiolytics: 
 Xanax
 Ativan
 Valium
 _________________________

Anxiety 

Drowsiness 
Balance issues 
Dizziness 
Headache 

Acid reducers: 
 Pantoprazole (Protonix)
 Famotidine (Pepcid)
 _________________________

Heartburn or reflux 

Headache 
Diarrhea 
Abdominal pain 
Dizziness (Pepcid) 
Constipation (Pepcid) 

Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDS): 
 Diclofenac (Voltaren)
 Ibuprofen (Advil, Motrin)
 Ketorolac (Toradol)
 Naproxen (Aleve)
 _________________________

Help decrease pain 
and/or help reduce 

inflammation 

Bleeding risk 
GI symptoms 
Dizziness 
Headache 

Anticoagulants: 
 Warfarin (Coumadin)
 Enoxaparin (Lovenox)
 Apixaban (Eliquis)
 _________________________

Preventing or treating 
blood clots 

Risk for bleeding 
Bruising 
Abdominal pain (Warfarin) 
Fever (Enoxaparin) 
Nausea (Enoxaparin) 
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Antiarrhythmics: 

 Amiodarone (Cordarone, Pacerone) 
 Digoxin (Lanoxin) 
 Flecainide (Tambocor) 
 Propafenone (Rhythmol) 
 Sotalol (Betapace) 
 _________________________ 

Abnormal heart 
rhythm; heart failure 

Dizziness 
Headache 
Nausea/vomiting 
Difficulty breathing 
Tiredness 

Calcium channel blockers: 
 Diltiazem (Cardizem, Tiazac, Dilacor XR) 
 Verapamil (Calan, Verelan) 
 Amlodipine 
 _________________________ 

Decreasing blood 
pressure and heart 

rate 

Dizziness 
Headache 
Constipation (Verapamil) 

Beta blockers: 
 Atenolol (Tenormin) 
 Carvedilol (Coreg) 
 Metoprolol (Toprol XL, Lopressor) 
 _________________________ 

Heart failure; 
decreasing blood 

pressure and heart 
rate 

Dizziness 
Drowsiness 
Fatigue 

ACE inhibitors or ARBs: 
 Lisinopril (Zestril, Prinivil) 
 Valsartan (Diovan) 
 Entresto (CHF) 
 _________________________ 

Decreasing blood 
pressure; heart failure 

Dizziness 
Dry cough 
Headache 

Corticosteroids: 
 Methylprednisolone (Solumedrol) 
 Dexamethasone (Decadron) 
 Prednisone (Deltasone) 
 _________________________ 

Decreasing 
inflammation 

GI upset 
Increased appetite 
Increased blood sugar 

Antibiotics: 
 Amoxocillin (Amoxil) 
 Cefazolin (Ancef, Kefzol) 
 Clindamycin 
 Levofloxacin 
 Piperacillin/Tazobactam (Zosyn) 
 Vancomycin (Vancocin) 
 _________________________ 

Treating bacterial 
infection 

GI upset 
Rash 
Itching 
Diarrhea 
Headache 

Antipsychotics: 
 Haldol 
 Saroquel 
 Risperdal 
 _________________________ 

Behaviors 

Constipation 
Dry mouth 
Dizziness 
Jerking extremities  

 

Miscellaneous medications:             

               

               

               


